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turned again, with almost desperate hope, to the Western con-
tinent.    The report which Keymis had brought of
Sfprifon-     the mine pointed out to him by the Indian took up
ment'          an abiding place in his imagination.    No doubt he

had not forgotten his loftier schemes, but he knew well that,
to James, gold was a topic which never came amiss, and he
saw in the secret of which he believed himself to be possessed,
the sure means of recovering his lost position.

Raleigh accordingly appealed vehemently for help to all
whom he could induce to listen to his scheme. Haddington
was the first whom he called to his assistance ;l but
return to Haddington was unable or unwilling to do anything
Guiana. fQT ^^ Salisbury,2 to whom he next betook him-
self, had perhaps no wish to help in setting such a rival at
liberty, and had himself lost too much money in Guiana
voyages to be very sanguine of the result. It was not till after
the death of the Lord Treasurer3 that Raleigh again attempted
to seize the opportunity afforded by James's resentment at the
1612 rejection of his proposal for the hand of the Infanta
Raleigh Anne. Writing to the Lords of the Council, he offered
SsSdes to fit out two vessels at his own expense. He would
Keymis. himself remain as a hostage in the Tower. The ex-
pedition should be entrusted to Keymis. If Keymis brought
back less than half a ton of gold, he would be content to remain
a prisoner for life : if, on the other hand, he brought more, he
was immediately to be set at liberty. The Spaniards were not
to be attacked, f except themselves shall begin the war.7

Aremberg was not cognizant of any plot against James, though he might
have had conversations with Cobham on the subject of money to be given
for procuring the peace. The only strong evidence, on the other hand, is
Beaumont's account (A'wg's MSS. 124, fol. 577 b) of Cobham's deposi-
tion, and his direct statement that he knew that the King had two com-
promising letters of Aremberg's in his hands. Unfortunately I was not able
to discover any despatch of Aremberg's written after the Winchester trial.

1 Raleigh to Haddington, 1610; Edwards's Life of Ralegh^ ii. 392.

- Raleigh to Winwood, 1615 ; ibid. ii. 339.

3 Raleigh to the Lords of the Council, 1612 ; ibid. ii. 337. I accept
Mr. Edwards's argument in favour of this date, to which the circun stances
noticed above give additional force.